THE BOSTON 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 1829. 


‘ 


(No. 9. 


I. 
Cases of Neuralgia, or painful 
Affections of Nerves. 


By Joun C. Warren, M.D. 
NEURALGIA OF THE TRUNK. 


Painful Affection of the Side. 
Tuts complaint was called Pleu- 
rodyne by Cullen and Sauvages ; 
Pleuralgia by Good. Considered 
as to the organs diseased, it is of 
two kinds,—painful affection of 
the muscles, and painful affection 
of the nerves of the side. The 
former only appear to have been 
contemplated by the writers 
above named. They considered 
all these complaints to reside in 
the muscles; and Cullen set them 
down under the genus Rheuma- 
tism ; while Good more properly 
viewed them as forming a sepa- 
rate genus, which he called Pleu- 
ralgia, and divided into acute and 
chronic. 

Painful affection of the nerves 
of the side is distinguished from 
that of the muscles, in its wanting 
the tenderness or sensibility on 
pressure, which is generally found 
in the former,—in not being at- 
tended by pain on motions of the 
ribs or of the arm,—and in its 
permanency or greater duration. 

The complaint may arise spon- 
taneously ; or from an injury ; or 
from distortion of the ribs. 


9 


leeches to the part affected, eve- 


1. Puinful Affection of the Side, 


arising without evident Cause, 


Mrs. R. has been married two 
years without children; aged about 
30 ; has had good health. About 
six months after marriage, began 
to be affected with a pain in the 
left side, about the fifth rib; ex- 
tending from the angle of the rib 
forwards, towards the sternum. 
The pain gradually increased till 
it became severe, especially at 
night, when it deprived her of 
sleep sometimes. It has now 
destroyed her appetite, which 
was generally good. She is free 
from fever and derangement of the 
digestive organs. The pain keeps 
her in an unhappy state ; prevents 
her employing herself actively in 
any way, and has caused a consi- 
derable degree of emaciation. 
She was advised to apply eight 


ry other day, for three weeks ; 
then to keep the side irritated 
with the ointment of Tartrite of 
Antimony, for two months ; in the 
mean while, to take two drachms 
of the Carbonate of Iron in a day, 
and once in three days a purga- 
tive pill. 

Four months after this pre- 
scription, | saw her again. She 
was free from pain ; had recover- 
ed her strength, flesh, and spirits; 
and was able to use the arm with- 
out producing pain. 


| 
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2. From Injury.’ 


S. H., a young lady, 21 years of 
age. Four months ago, fell out 


a chaise and struck the left ? 


side. For a week after the ac- 
cident her side was sore, and ten- 
der tothe touch. These feelings 
subsided, and she becams affected 
with a pain in the injured part, 
occurring in irregular paroxysms, 
darting into the shoulder and arm. 
Her appetite and general health 
were not impaired, but her suf- 
ferings were such as to induce 
her to enter the Hospital Feb. 
14, 1828. 

After the warm bath, she was 
bled twice, cupped and leeched. 
The bleedings caused a remission 
of the pain for twenty-four hours; 
the local bloodletting gave no re- 
lief. The cataplasm of rice, and 
other hot applications, were em- 
ployed ; but no material allevia- 
tion was produced, excepting by 
blistering. This being pursued 
for about six weeks, she was en- 
tirely cured. She took the Car- 
bonate of Iron at various intervals, 
as her stomach could bear it, 
during the treatment. I could 
not, however, feel satisfied of its 
having the least influence on the 
complaint. 


8. From Distortion of the Ribs. 


Mary Brown, a maid-servant, 25 
‘gers old, living in a family where 

attended, requested my advice 
for a distressing difficulty in her 
side. She had had it four years, 
and often suffered so much as to 
be compelled to give over her 
work and lose her places. The 
pain was on the left side, about 
the fifth and sixth ribs ; thence it 
darted forwards to the sternum. 
The periods of its occurrence va- 


riable. She had no fever nor 
cough, but often lost her appetite 
from the pain. Onexamining the 
art, I found a deep indentation 
in the lowest true ribs, in which 
I could place my hand. The part 
was not tendertothe touch. She 
had employed many remedies 
without relief. I advised her to 
go into the Hospital. She did 
not do this, and quitting the place 
where I saw her, I lost sight of 
her, and know nothing of what 
followed. 

At what period of life the dis- 
tortion in this girl occurred, I was 
unable to ascertain. I was led 


to suspect it to be brought on by 


girting her chest, with the inten- 
tion of improving her shape. It 
is well known that this practice 
is a frequent cause of Pleuralgia 
in young ladies.* The pain thus 
caused is generally in the muscles. 


Neuralgia of the Spinal Cord. 


Some years ago, a lady who had 
been a few months married, and 
had enjoyed perfect health before, 
applied to me for a painful affec- 
tion in the back, of recent occur- 
rence. The pain began in the 
upper part of the os sacrum, dart- 
ed into the nates, and thence down 
the lower extremities. 
red in paroxysms, frequently re- 
peated, every day, and especially 


* I cannot omit the present opportunity 
of stating, that the same practice frequent- 
ly causes a ‘deep-seated, obstinate pain in 
the head, which no bleedings relieve for 
any length of time. The cause of this 
pain is the interruption of the blood 
through the descending aorta; in conse- 
quence of which it is thrown with unna- 
tural force on the brain, and brings on a 
gang: derangement of the organ. 

he pain in the head, thus produced, has 
terminated in insanity, in three cases 
within my knowledge,—two of which 
have proved fatal. | 


It occur- . 
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‘change in the disease. 
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at night. The pain was of the 
electric character. 

Circumstances did not permit 
me to advise a full treatment of 
the case ; all I could do was to 
direct a large application of leech- 
es to the seat of pain, and the use 
of ice to the part twice a day. 
What was the effect of these ap- 
plications I know not, as the pa- 
tient resided at a distance. Sub- 
sequently she was so situated as 
to undergo a very powerful treat- 
ment,—various bleedings, cup- 
pings, leechings, and many inter- 
nal medicines. None of them 
were productive of any permanent 
She con- 
tinues to suffer to this day, though 
the pain diminishes. She has had 
no children. Her general health 
is not essentially impaired. 

This is a case not very uncom- 
mon, though rarely so obstinate 
as in this instance. 


Neuralgia of the Cauda Equina 
from Injury. 
Mrs. C., a patient of mine, in- 
formed me that a year previous 
to her application to me, she slip- 
ped on the ice, and received the 
weight of the shock in falling on 
the extremity of the os sacrum. 
The pain was severe at the time, 


~ but subsided, and in two or three 


weeks she felt little of it. Then, 
having sat for a considerable time 
on a hard seat, she was seized 
with a pain in the injured part, 
which ran down the limbs, occur- 
ring frequently in the course of 
the day. Shehad suffered much, 
but had been unwilling to apply 
for advice through delicacy. 

A frequent application of cold 
to the part, with occasional leech- 
es, relieved her entirely in about 
three months, with the exception 
of a twinge of pain now and then. 


Neuralgia caused by Pressure on the 
Ischiatic Plexus. 
Mrs. G., pregnant with her first 
child, in the eighth month, was 
seized with a pain in the upper 
part of the os sacrum, shooting 
into the thighs. She had been 
affected in this way ten days when 
I saw her, and with severity 
enough to keep her inbed. Sup- 
posing the pain to arise from pres- 
sure,! consoled her with the expec- 
tation of relief on her confinement; 
advised abstraction of blood, and 
some local applications, which 
relieved her for the time. 

About three weeks after her 
confinement, she sent for me to 
visit her again. She had been 
confined, she informed me, with- 
out any extraordinary difficulty ; 
had been well afterwards, till 
within two days. She was at- 
tacked with a severe crinkling 
pain in the os sacrum, darting 
round the pelvis and into the thighs. 
She had also numbness in the low- 
er extremities, and an inability of 
using them. Her appetite was 
gone. She had no fever. 

She was cured in a short time 
by the application of blisters, suc- 
cessively to the region of the os 
sacrum and each thigh, with dili- 
gent frictions of Ammoniated Al- 
cohol to the limbs. Six months 
have elapsed without the recur- 
rence of the pain. 


Neuralgia of the Spinal Cord, cured 
by extensive Irritation of the Skin. 


Mrs. R., after a severe attack of 
rheumatism in the muscles of the 
right scapula, of about three 
weeks’ duration, had a sudden 
transfer of the pain to the middle 
of the lumbar region. The pain 
now became spasmodic,—that is, 
occurring in paroxysms,—and shot 
down both the lower extremities, 
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with a burning sensation; and by 
its repeated attacks, disabled 
these limbs in such manner, as to 
confine her in bed for three or 
fourweeks. Having made active 
applications, I had begun to be 
discouraged as to the result of 
this case. The remedies soon 
after seemed to make an impres- 
sion. The first relief was obtain- 
ed from leeches. By a steady 
perseverance in the use of this 
application, with very extensive 
blistering, and irritation of a great 
surface of skin by stimulating fric- 
tions; with the internal use of Sul- 
phate of Iron, she is relieved of 
the pain, and is recovering her 
strength. 


Neuralgia of the Uterus, successful- 
ly treated. 


Mrs. - is 32 years of age. 
She possesses naturally a strong 
Constitution, and has had but little 
interruption of health at any time, 
previous to her present illness. 
She has been accustomed to great 
activity in domestic affairs, and 
occasionally has exerted strength 
beyond the bounds of prudence. 


She was married in 18—, and has. 


since become the mother of four 
children, who are all distinguished 
for sound, vigorous health. Her 
confinements have been short, and 
in all respects such as females of 
the best health, and of the most 
regular habits have been favored 
with. In January of the present 
year, she miscarried at the period 
of eleven weeks. The cause of 
this misfortune was attributed at 
the time i: over-exertion. More 
than « ) cai before, she had strain- 
ed :ccseil by lifting a person in 
sickness. In October or Novem- 
ber previous to the accident re- 
ferred to, she exerted herself un- 
usually twice or three times, lift- 
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ing weights which occasioned sen- 
sible weakness. From the com- 
mencement of her pregnancy, she 
had complained more or less of 

ains in the back and bowels, and 
in other respects was subject to 
unpleasant sensations, such as she 
had not before experienced under 
similar circumstances. These 
pains increased, and in the early 
part of , 18—, she mis- 
carried. The usual symptoms 
attending such an event were very 
favorable, and she had the pros- 
pect of recovery ; but the pain 
and weakness of her back and 
other parts were not subdued. 
As soon as it was thought expe- 
dient by the attending physician, 
she rode out, and in one instance 
evidently took cold. Immediate- 
ly following this was a severe at- 
tack of pain throughout the region 
of the uterus and the parts adja- 
cent, which lasted for several 
days, and was ultimately reduced 
only by the application of the most 
powerful remedies. After she 
had recovered from this attack, 
she was better a short time, but 
she had another relapse, which 
was treated inthe same manner 
as before, except that she was 
not bled. Warm fomentations, 
poultices, blisters, and opiates of 
various kinds, with occasional ca- 
thartics, were the remedies ap- . 
plied. ‘Thus, she continued suf- 
fering frequent relapses, as the 
weather was more or less favora- 
ble to health and exercise in the 
open air through the winter and 
spring months. Through the 
whole time since her miscarriage, 
her periodical discharges have 
been regular, and such as are 
usual in time of health. Every 
part of her frame has seemed to 
convalesce, except her back, 
which remains weak and subject 
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to frequent pains; attended some- 
times with a slight burning sensa- 
tion, and a glow of heat shooting 
into the extremities. 

A pain in the left side and 
breast has troubled her frequent- 
ly, in addition to what is stated 
above. 


Such was the condition of the 
patient when I saw her. Her 
appearance was not that of an in- 
valid, yet she suffered very severe 
and constantly-repeated  parox- 

sms of pain. Walking distressed 
os extremely, so that for months 
she had walked only a few steps 
at one time; riding she bore i 
She was never wholly free from 
pain. It occurred in paroxysms, 
frequently repeated through the 
day, and was most severe about 


the catamenial period. The pain P 


seemed to begin in the uterus. 
The lower part of the spine was 
almost equally affected. An 


eminent practitioner attributed 


the symptoms, as described to 
him, to prolapsus uteri. There 
was in fact no prolapsus. 


The course I recommended 
was, first, repose ; second, eight 
to ten leeches to the os sacrum, 
every other day, for fifteen days ; 
then to omit fifteen days, and 
blister in the interval, avoiding 
the catamenial period; third, a 
sparing, vegetable regimen ; 
fourth, three grains of Sulphate 
of Iron, three times a day. 


Under this course, she regular- 
ly improved for two months, when 
the leeches and blistering were 
omitted. The Iron was continued 
for six months, when I had the 
sstisfaction of hearing of her per- 
fect health. 

This disease was brought on 
principally hy exposure to cold, 
soon after the miscarriage. 


Obstinate Neuralgia of the Uterus, 
from Exposure to Cold and Moist- 
ure during Catdmenia, 
Mrs. R., aged 30, the wife of an 
intelligent clergyman, ov a mission 
to the Sandwich Islands, is the 
subject of this case. While re- 
siding at the Sandwich Islands, in 
the year , she, with her hus- 
band and others, crossing from one 
Island to another in an open boat, 
was exposed toa heavy rain, while 
laboring under the periodical in- 
disposition. She, in consequence, 
had a smart attack of fever, last- 
ing about three weeks, and was 
left by it with the peculiar affec- 
tion to be described. This con- 
sisted in an acute darting pain, 
beginning within the cavity of the 
abdomen, at the lower and middle 
art, and extending and shooting 
into the os sacrum, and down the 
back part of the thighs ; forwards, 
also, into the region of the os pu- 
bis and groins. This pain was 
attended with a violent straining 
and bearing down, like the pain 
of parturition. The suffering was 
most distressing. It deprived her 
of appetite, broke up her repose, 
caused derangement of the diges- 
tive organs, and great emaciation. 
She rarely sat up, but passed 
nearly the whole time in the ho- 
rizontal posture, any other position 
being insupportable. At some 
times she could not bear the 
slightest movement without pain; 
and not only muscular motion, but 
also noise and light excited suffer- 
ing. The paroxysms were most 
severe before and during the pe- 
riod of the monthly indisposition ; 
for she continued to be regular in 
this particular, with an interrup- 
tion at the first period of disease. 
When free from pain, she was 
cheerful, very conversible, and 
being extremely intelligent, was 
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a very agreeable person. Her 
sufferings had in no degree impair- 
ed her intellectual powers, al- 
though they had continued, at the 
time she fell under my examination, 
for more than twoyears. On the 
invas‘on of this complaint, she had 
various bleedings and other reme- 
dies administered; but when these 
roved ineffectual, her usefulness 
eing found to be’ at an end, and 
that of her husband greatly em- 
barrassed, by the attention which, 
in that remote region, she could 
receive from no other person, it 
was decided that they should re- 
turn to England, their native coun- 
try. A ship of the United States 
ghee at the time, they em- 
‘barked in her, and arrived at 
New-Bedford, fifty miles from 
- Boston. 
_ After she reached Boston, and 
my advice was desired, having 
heard her history and considered 
her general aspect, I was led to 
suspect the existence of an or- 
ganic disease of the uterus. To 


such an opinion, however, there 


presented some objections. On 
placing the hand on the abdomen, 
no tumor or induration could be 
discovered ; there was no unnatu- 
ral discharge ; the monthly eva- 
cuation, though suppressed at 
first, was now as it should be. 
Being at a loss how I should re- 
gard and treat her disease, I re- 
quested an examination, which 
was assented to immediately. On 
executing this part of my duty, I 
ascertained that the os uteri, and 
all the organs in its vicinity, were 
perfectly free from any change of 
structure, and that they exhibited 
no morbid sensibility. My exa- 
mination convinced me that no or- 

ganic lesion existed in any part 
- within reach of this investigation. 
More at a loss than ever to deter- 
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mine the true nature of this dis- 
ease, I requested the advice of 
my friend and colleague, Dr. 
Jackson. He, after a careful 
observation of her symptoms, 
agreed with me that the case 
was an anomalous affection of a 
nervous character. We deter- 
mined to recommend the frequent 
application of leeches, as near as 
possible to the seat of pain; to 
employ vesication of the abdomen, 
and the internal use of Hemlock. 
The leeches gave relief ; the oth- 
er remedies none. The pains 
were so severe as to require the 
almost daily use of opium, though 
I resisted the employment of this 
medicine as much as possible, and 
the patient herself was anxious to 
avoid contracting the habit of re- 
sorting constantly to it. I will 
not detail all the various remedies 
employed to remove or mitigate 
this affection. Mercury I did not 
use, because it had been previous- 
ly administered with bad conse- 

uences. Local applications in 
the form of lotions, fomentations, 
and injections, gave norelief, ex- 
cepting that the paroxysms were 
sometimes mitigated by injections 
of the rectuan, with considerable 
doses of a 'vatery solution of opi- 
um. Among other articles, she 
very freely, and for a long time, 
tried the Carbonate of Iron; 
though I did not, at the period I 
advised it, consider her case as a 
proper Neuralgia ; and it was not 
tili sometime after that I was led 
to adopt this opinion. 

After she had remained in Bos- 
ton four or five months, the prose- 
cution of the voyage to Great Bri- 
tain was thought of ; and I assent- 
ed to it, with the hope that the 
change of climate might be useful. 
It was arranged that she should 
embark at New-York, but whe- 
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ther she could bear the movement 
of a carriage was very doubtful, 
as she had not quitted her room 
for a number of months. The 
experiment was made, by convey- 
ing her about six miles on her 
journey, to the house of a benevo- 
lent gentleman, who invited her 
to his family ; but on her reaching 
this house, she was unable to pro- 
ceed further. Her disease became 
more alarming; she could no longer 
leave her bed ; the slightest agi- 
tation of mind or body caused in- 
tense suffering ; even when I vi- 
sited her, she could with difficulty 
converse with me and answer my 
questions. She appeared on the 
verge of dissolution. Having oc- 
casion to visit Philadelphia, I left 
her, without the expectation of 
seeing her again. On my return 
through New-York, I met in the 
street her husband, the Rev. Mr. 
——, who informed me that Mrs. 
: had been able to reach this 
city, and was on the point of em- 
barking for England. I imme- 
diately visited her ; and the visit 
was as unexpected to the lady, as 
it was agreeable to me; for I 
found her much recruited, and 
able to prosecute her voyage with 
some hope of advantage. 

They safely reached England ; 
and some months after, I had the 
satisfaction of receiving a letter 
from the Rev. Mr. ——, by which 
I learnt that my patient had much 
improved; that her complaint had 
been thought by eminent English 
physicians to be an affection of the 
spine, or spinal marrow ; and that 
he believed they would soon be 
able to return to the Sandwich 
Islands, the land of their hopes 
and labors. This agreeable in- 
telligence was soon clouded by 
information that she had relapsed 
into her former suffering condition, 


and that there was no —— 


‘expectation of her recovery ; an 


this is the latest account I have 
received. 

When the peculiarfsituation of 
the pain in this case is considered; 
its occurrence in paroxysms, like 
other neuralgias ; its extension to 
the nerves of the vicinity ; the 
bearing down through the centre 
of the pelvis; the circumstances 
of its first appearance,—that is, 
the condition of the uterus at the 
time, and the change afterwards ; 
its obstinacy ; the absence of any 
discharge, and of any organic de- 
rangement in the part affected, or 
its neighborhood, I think we may 
venture to consider this to bea 
genuine and severe neuralgia of 
the uterus. Cases of a milder 
character have occasionally pre- 
sented themselves to my notice. | 


Il. 


Atrocious Murders in Edinburgh. 
(Concluded from p. 118.) 


Hare’s wife was the next witness 
called. She was told by the 
Court, that she would be free from 
harm, if she spoke the truth. She 
detailed the circumstances of the 
quarrel (or pretended quarrel) be- 
tween Burke and her husband, in 
which the old woman was pushed 
down. Saw Burke get upon the 
old woman’s breast, and M‘ Dougal 
and witness then ran into the pas- 
sage. Had some suspicion of what 
Burke was about, as she had seen 
some tricks of the same kind done ; 
in the course of the ‘afternoon 
M‘Dougal came and said to wit- 
ness there was a shot in the house ; 
she did not say what she meant by 
a shot, but she said that her hus- 
band had fetched her from a shop ; 
M‘Dougal told her at the same 
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time she used the term shot, that 
it was a womnn ; she did not say 


st they were to murder the 


woman, but witness understood that 
to be her meaning, as she had heard 
such a meaning used to the term 
before ; Burke had given the wo- 
man drink before, but he did not 
press liquor upon her ; she seemed 
rather the worse for liquor ; stop- 
ped in Burke’s house till between 
four and five o’clock in the morn- 


nee. Black, surgeon to the Po- 
lice establishment, and Professor 
Christison, had examined the body, 
and were of opinion that the woman 
had died from suffocation, but the 
appearances did not justify a posi- 
tive medical opinion. There were 
only suspicions that the death had 
been caused by violence, though 
the appearance of the body would 


_ indicate it, and that death had been 


caused injthe3manner related by 
Hare and his wife, by throttling, 
by applying the pressure of the 
hand under the chin, throwing the 
head back, and preventing air get- 
ting access to the lungs. 

The declarations which were 
enfitted were then read. Burke 
described himself as a native of 
Ireland; that he has beea ten years 


in Edinburgh ; is a shoemaker ; and 


lived with Elizabeth M‘Dougal, 
but was not married toker. He 
tended to account for the dead 
ody being in his house, by saying 
it was brought there by a porter. 
The Lord Advocate then address- 
ed the Jury on the part of the 
Crown. He contended that the 
case against Burke was completely 
made out. With regard to M‘Dou- 
BP that she had a previous know- 
ge of the intended crime, which 
was evinced by the statement she 
made to Mrs. Hare, that they had 
a ‘*shot in the house for the doc- 
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tors ;” together with her offering 
a bribe to Mr. and Mrs. Hare, to 
conceal what they knew ; and, in 
fine, she was so connected with the 
foul deed, that he was entitled to 
ask a verdict against her also. 

The Dean of Faculty (Sir J. 
Moncrieff ) made an ingenious de- 
fence on behalf of Burke. He 
would admit that the old woman 
had lost her life, and that the body 
was taken by Burke to Surgeons’- 
square; but he submitted that it 
was not made out that she had lost 
her life by violence. The medical 
gentlemen could only state their 
suspicions as to the probable cause 
of death. Having alluded to 
M‘Dougal offering to bribe. the 
Grays to silence, as not being evi- 
dence against Burke, he proceeded 
to remark, that concealment was a 
natural consequence from the trade 
he followed ; and the fact of selling 
the body proved nothing but having 
got possession of a subject, which 
he applied to the purposes of the 
profession he was pursuing. The 
learned Baronet argued, that the 
evidence of Alston demolished the 
evidence of Hare and his wife, 
supposing any reliance could be 
placed upon so despicable a pair. 
It was true, he had heard a noise 
in Burke’s house, and the sound as 
of a person strangling; but, accord- 
ing to Hare, that sound could not 
have proceeded from the woman. 
Would it not be hard to find a man 
guilty of murder upon such slight - 
and contradictory evidence ? 

Mr. Cockburn made a powerful 
appeal in behalf of the female pri- 
soner. Surely no reliance could be 
placed upon the character of such 
wretches as Hare and his wife. 
Their character was written in 
letters of blood, that never could 
be effaced from the recollection of 
all who heard their horrid and 
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heartlessly ~ detailed ~ narrative. 
Could the Jury conceive an acces- 
sary to murder worthy of credit ?— 
and yet the law made him an ad- 
missible witness. Here was a 
monster made the chief evidence 
to prove a murder—who had told 
he sat on a chair, within a yard of 
the murder and murderer, and 
raised not an arm, uttered not a 
cry, to save the unhappy victim. 
Which, he would ask, was the most 
guilty—the cool, cold-blooded spec- 
tator of a foul murder, or the phren- 
zied actor in it? The learned ad- 
vocate forcibly animadverted upon 
Hare having declined to answer the 
questions he had put to him. To 
the questions—whether he had been 
concerned in other murders ? whe- 
ther he had been connected with a 
murder committed in his house in 
October last ? he had declined giv- 
ing any answer. ‘These detested 
beings had not merely been acces- 
saries to one murder, but the guilt 
of many murders hung upon them. 
The miserable wretches had been 
that very day brought from jail, to 
which they would be again consign- 
ed, if they failed to make the Jury 
believe their story. They had 
heard the evidence—they had seen 
the squalid wretch—who was the 
very picture of poverty and vice, 


state, his traffic was to deal in dead — 


bodies——a traffic as revolting to 
correct feeling as his will was prof- 
ligate. His learned friend had 
surely little skill in physiognomy, 
or he would never have put the 
woman into the box, on whose 
countenance every evil passion was 
imprinted. She stood there, a pic- 
ture of hard-hearted insensibility, 
with a miserable child in her arms, 
and, instead of casting upon it a 
look of maternal kindness, seemed 
to eye it only in a manner that add- 
ed to the malignity of her counte- 


‘trial. 
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nance. He would say, without 
fear of contradiction, that he ne- 
ver had, in the course of his prac- - 
tice, seen such wretches placed 
in the witness-box. ‘Their evidence 
had had no legal corroboration. 
Without these, there were doubts 
in the case, of which it was the 
duty of the Jury, fearless of cla- 
mor, to let the prisoner have the: 
benefit. 

The Lord Justice Clerk began. 
his charge to the Jury at six o’clock: 
on Thursday morning, and finished 
about half past eight. After re- 
viewing the evidence generally, he: 
proceeded to comment upon that 
of Hare and his wife. ‘They had 
been told of the Hares being con- 
nected with other murders, for 
which they might be brought to 
With what murders they 
might be chargeable’ he did not 
know; but it was unfounded in law 
to say, that these two persons were 
liable to be tried for the other two 
murders contained in the indict- 
ment. These individuals, who 
were under the protection of the 
Court, had been called as accom- 
plices, and their evidence was ad- 
missible ; but it was the duty of 
the Jury to sift that evidence. 
Slight contradictions in minute 
particulars, if they agreed in the 
main facts, only tended to confirm 
the accuracy of the whole. He 
admitted in one instance they would — 
have rather a difficult task, to re- 
concile the distinct statement made 
by Alston as to what he heard, and 
the evidence of the Hares. Their 
statement as to the fighting was 
corroborated by a great number of 
the other witnesses; but they went 
on to state that the old woman cried 
out ‘* murder,” and went into the 
passage to call for the police, and 
was brought back by no one. With 
respect to M‘Dougal, if the evi- 
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dence was to be believed, she had 
been an accessary before the com- 
mission of the crime, during’ its 
commission, and after it was com- 
mitted ; and, upon the whole, he 
seemed to consider the libel as 
made out upon both panels. 

The Jury, after having been en- 
closed for fifty minutes, returned 
a verdict, finding William Burke 
guilty of the murder ; in regard to 
Helen M‘Dougal, they found the 
libel Not Proven ; which implies 
that she is dismissed, not because 
she is innocent, but because her 

uilt is not satisfactorily estab- 
ished. 

The Lord Justice Clerk, in 
thanking the Jury for their anxious 
and patient attention to the case 
during twenty-four hours, said he 
believed they must have had good 
grounds for the doubts of which 
they had given M‘ Dougal the be- 
nefit. 

Lords Meadowbank and Mac- 
kenzie suggested that the prisoner 
should suffer death on the 28th of 
January, and his body be dissect- 
ed; and expressed, in eloquent 
terms, the horror they felt at the 
monstrous exhibition of atrocity 
just disclosed. 

He then addressed the prisoner 
M‘Dougal, and warned her that 
the Jury had not pronounced a 
verdict of Not Guilty, but only a 
verdict of Not Proven, which did 
not clear her character. Whe- 
ther she was guilty of the crimes 
of which she had been charged, 
was only known to God and her 
own conscience. 


The scene was altogether aw-. 


ful and impressive. Burke stood 
up with unshaken firmness. Not 
a muscle of his features was dis- 
composed during the solemn ad- 
dress of the Lord Justice Clerk 
consigning him to hisdoom. The 
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female prisoner was much agitat- 
ed, and was drowned in tears dur- 
ing the whole course of this me- 
lancholy procedure. 


ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS. 


After the trial, Burke and 
M‘Dougal were removed to the 
lock-up-house, whither Hare and 
his wife had been conveyed after 
giving their evidence. They were 
detained there until four o’clock 
on Friday morning, when Burke, 
Hare, and his wife, were taken 
to the gaol ; M*‘Dougal was libe- 
rated that night, having been only 
detained in the lock-up-house for 
her personal protection. She 
immediately returned to her old 
den, the scene of so many mur- 
ders. On Saturday evening, she 
incautiously ventured out to a 
neighboring shop for whiskey: and 
being recognized, a mob assem- 
bled, and she would certainly have 
fallen a sacrifice to their fury, had 
not the police, by great exertions, 
got her into the watch-house, 
whence she escaped in man’s 
clothes, through a back window. 

In the course of his trial, Burke 
asked when he would get dinner; 
and being informed it would be 
about six, he begged that he might 
have a biscuit or two, as he would 
lose his appetite before that time. 
Before the Jury retired, and dur- 
ing the time they were enclosed, 
he endeavored to prepare the 
mind of. M‘Dougal for her fate ; 
as, from the address of the Lord 
Justice Clerk, he supposed she 
would be found guilty; in the 
view of which, he gave her di- 
rections how she should conduct 
herself, desiring her to look at and 
observe him while the Lord Jus- 
tice Clerk was pronouncing sen- 
tence. When the Jury returned 
with their verdict, they mention- 
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ed first that they found the libel 


was immediately heard coolly to 
exclaim, ‘‘ Nelly, you are out of 


Justice Clerk’s address to him, 
he was very anxious that permis- 
sion should be given to M‘Dougal 
to remain a day or two in the 
lock-up-house, for her personal 


ourt to the lock-up-house, on 
Wednesday evening, Hare was 


riment, exulting, jeering, and 
laughing, at his own fancied es- 
cape, while Burke was likely to 
be caught in the noose ; but we 
have not heard whether he dis- 
played the same jocularity on his 


appeared to be in all respects 


iving her evidence, she had in 
er arms a child, ill of hooping 
cough, and altogether the picture 
of abject misery and disease ; but 
instead of treating it with that 
maternal tenderness which even 
the tigress shows for her whelps, 


aversion and hatred, shaking and 
squeezing it, whenever the cough 
seized it, with the expression of 
fury in her countenance. Burke to take alittle; and, after he once 
took a little, they found almost no 
difficulty in inducing him to take 
he will not die without making a more. At length, however, he 
became overpowered, and laying 
himself down on the floor, he fell 
asleep. Burke, who was anxious- 
ly watching his opportunity, then 
said to Hare, ‘ Shall I doit now?” 
To which Hare replied, ‘* He is 
too strong for you yet ; you had 
better let him alone for a while.” 
Both of the ruffians seem to have 
been afraid of the physical strength 
which they knew the poor crea- 
ture possessed, and of the use he 


has manifested some compunction 
since his sentence, and it is hoped 


full confession of his numerous 


worst of the two, for he murder- 
ed the first woman, and persuaded 
him to join him ; and Daft Jamie, 
the porter, he states to have been 
murdered by Hare and his wife, 
though be admits he received part 
of the money for the body. Hare 
and his wife are closely confined 
in separate cells, and it is expect- 
ed will yet be brought to trial, 
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from the activity of the law offi- 
against M‘Dougal not proven. He cers and police. A servant girl 
of Hare’s, who was cited as a 
witness, and had absconded, has 
the scrape.” After the Lord been brought back to Edinburgh. 
M‘Dougal has offered to give 
evidence against Hare. 

It is thought that Hare, even 
while in the witness-box, would 
have confessed not merely a know- 


On his way from the ledge of, but to having had a prin- 


Hare, he says, is the 


cipal share in, several murders, 
had it not been for the caution of 
seized with a fit of fiendish mer- the Court. In fact, he was dis- 
posed to be extremely communi- 
cative, and apparently had no idea 
that anything he had stated was at 
all remarkable or extraordinary. 
Daft Jamie was. murdered in 
Hare’s houses and he has men- 
way to the Calton-hill. His wife tioned some circumstances con- 
nected with the destruction of this 
worthy of her husband. While poor man. Jamie was enticed 
into Hare’s house by Burke, the 
usual decoy-duck in this traffic of 
blood (the appearance of Hare 
himself being so inexpressibly hi- 
deous that it would have scared 
even the poor ideot, Jamie,) and 
he was plied with liquor for a 
she seemed to regard it with considerable time. At first he 
refused to imbibe a single drop ; 
but by dint of coaxing and perse- 
verance, they at last induced him 
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would make of it if prematurely 
roused. Burke accordingly wait- 
ed a little ; but getting impatient 
to accomplish his object, he sud- 
denly threw himself upon Jamie, 
and attempted to strangle him. 
This roused the poor creature ; 
and, muddled as he was with li- 
quor and sleep, he threw Burke 
off, and got on his feet, when a 
desperate struggle took place, 
and Jamie bit Burke so severely 
that a cancer ensued, which, in 
all probability, would hereafter 
have terminated his days. Burke 
was about to be overpowered, 
when he called out furiously to 
Hare to assist him. This Hare 
did by tripping up Jamie’s heels ; 
after which both of the ruffians 
got upon him, and at length, though 
not even then without the greatest 
difficulty, succeeded in strangling 
him. The circumstances of the 
murder of the poor old woman 
Campbell appear on the trial. 
The other charge is that of the 
girl Paterson, who, with a com- 
panion, Janet Brown, had been 
discharged from the Canongate 
police-office on the 9th of April. 

hey went to a spirit-shop, where 
they met Burke, who treated 
them, and invited them home to 
the house of Constantine Burke, 
a scavenger, in the Canongate. 
This Burke went out to his em- 
ployment. After they had been 
drinking for some time, a quarrel, 
as usual, commenced between 
Burke and his wife, and Janet 
Brown, frightened, quitted the 
house, leaving Paterson asleep in 
one of the beds. In twenty mi- 
nutes she returned for her com- 
panion, and was told she was gone. 
The horrid deed had by that time 
been effected, and the same atf- 
ternoon the hody was taken to the 
dissecting-room and disposed of 
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for 81. The appearance of this 
body (says the Edinburgh Cou- 
fant) which was quite fresh, which 
had not even begun to grow stiff, 
of which the face was settled and 
pleasant, without any expression 
of pain, awakened suspicions, and 

urke was hardly questioned as 
to where he procured it. He 
easily framed some plausible ex- 
cuse, that he had purchased it 
from the house where she died, 
which silenced all further suspi- 
cion. This gang of murderers 
found it necessary at times to de- 
ceive the anatomists into a belief 
that the subjects sold had come 
from a distance. It is reported 
that an elderly woman, belonging | 
to the Grassmarket, who gained 
a livelihood by washing, and who 
was employed for that purpose 
by Burke, was murdered by him 
about fourteen days previous to 
the death of Mrs. Campbell, and 
that the body was packed up to 
represent a bale of goods coming 
from the country. Also, that in 
the course of the autumn a poor 
Irish mendicant and her son, a lad 
of fourteen or fifteen years of age, 
and of weak intellect, were mur- 
dered. The female was bereaved 
of life by Burke when lying asleep 
on the straw in the corner so often 
described ; she was stripped, and 
put into a herring-barrel among 
brine ; while Hare strangled the 
lad over his knees, by the fire- 
side, and thrust the corpse into 
the cask above his mother. 

In is stated that Hare has con- 
fessec having been concerned in 
no less than twelve different acts 
of murder, in some of which he 
was the principal, and in others 
an accessary ; and: that he knew 
of another, in which, however, 
he was not a party. The Cale- 
donian Mercury says—‘* We have 
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learned from good authority that 
Burke admits having sold in all 
(we shall not say to whom) from 
30 to 35 uninterred bodies during 
the last two years. The wretch 
has also admitted that he was not 
a resurrectionist—that neither 
Hare nor himself was ever by the 
side of a grave in a churchyard 
for the purpose of plundering it— 
and that the bodies they disposed 
of were bodies which had never 
been interred. If it be true, then, 
as Burke now states, that in the 
course of the last two years he 
sold to one individual from thirty 
to forty uninterred bodies, the 
conclusion is inevitable, that he 
and his associates must have com- 
mitted as many murders! Nor 
are there wanting other circum- 
stances tending to corroborate this 
terrific suspicion, to give it no 
stronger epithet. It has been 
remarked, that numbers of the 
unfortunate females upon the 
town have lately disappeared, no 
one knew how. Natural deaths 


have become rarer among that 


class ; and for some time past the 
interment of one of them has 
scarcely .been heard of. Aban- 
doned by the relatives and friends 
whom they dishonored, and ex- 
cluded from all notice or regard 
by the ‘virtuous part of society, 
there was none to inquire what 
had become of them. Connect- 


ing this circumstance with the 


exuvie found in the den of murder 
occupied by Burke, the conviction 
has been strengthened that the 
greatest number of his victims 
were selected from this degraded 
class. In Burke’s house, howe- 
ver, there are appearances visi- 
ble which must impress every 
one with a persuasion that others 
besides Docherty have been sac- 
rificed under the same_ roof. 


Bloody straw in a corner, a heap 
of bloody clothes on the floor, and 
a pile of old boots and shoes, 
amounting to several dozens (for 
which the miscreant’s pretended 
trade of a shoemaker can never 
account) seem to us strong indi- 
cations that the den of the mon- 
ster now so justly condemned to 
die, has been the scene of mani- 
fold murders. 

The two houses inhabited by 
this gang were well chosen for 
the purposes to which they were 
intended. Burke’s dwelling, .in 
which he has only resided since 
about the month of June last, is at 
the end of a long passage, and is 
separated from every other house 
except one. After going through 
a close from the street, there is 
a descent by a stair to the passage, 
at the end of which is to be found 


this habitation of wickedness. It . 


consists of éne apartment, an ob- 
long square, at the end of which 
is a miserable bed, under which 
is still to be seen the straw: in 
which his murdered victims were 
concealed. The house of Hare 
is in a still more retired situation. 


The passage to it is by a dark and | 


dirty close, in which there are no 
inhabitants except in the flat 
above. Both houses are os the 
ground floor.” 


Hil. 


SELECTIONS. 


Preservation of Leeches. 


M. Hamgre has, by the follow- 
ing method, succeeded in preserv- 
ing leeches for a considerable 
time :—They are kept in small 
barrels, the internal surface of 
which has been reduced to char- 


coal, the bottom being covered 


by sand, moss, and charcoal. In 
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summer-time the water must be 
changed every eight days ; during 
winter it is sufficient to renew it 
every sixth week. 
Journ. de Chim. Med. 


Swiss Medical Societies, 

There exists at Zurich a very act- 
ive medical society, who publish an 
annual volume of transactions, of 
which that for 1828 has just appear- 
ed. It has invited the societies of 
the different Cantons of Switzerland 
to codperate in the undertaking ; the 
proposition was accepted with ea- 
gerness, and for the future the trans- 
actions will appear as does the pre- 
sent number, under the title of 
Transactions of the United Medical 
Societies of Switzerland. 


Prize Question on the Advantages 
of Comparative Anatomy. 

Among the subjects of prize essays 
proposed by the Dutch Society of 
Science, of Haarlem, (and which are 
all given in the last number of the 
Edinb. New Phil. Jour.) is the fol- 
lowing :—What are in general the 
advantages and illustrations which, 
since Haller’s time, physiology, or 
the physical history of man, has de- 
rived from zoology or comparative 
anatomy? What are, in particular, 
the organs of the human body that 
have been made better known since 
that period; and what are the func- 
tions on which zoology and contpa- 
rative anatomy have thrown new 
light ? — 

Dragon flies innocuous. 

Nothing can be more absurd than 
the fear almost universally entertain- 
ed of the larger sorts of dragon flies 
(Libellulidz), which are branded 
with the erroneous name of horse- 
Stingers, though the most superficial 
examination will demonstrate that 
these insects have not a shadow of a 
sting: but their jaws are large and 
strong; not stronger, however, than 
those of the Staphylinus, and not 
dangerous in the slightest degree, 
even to infants. 


Degree conferred on a Female, 

The medical faculty of Marien- 
burg has conferred the degree of 
M.D. on the widow Boivin, head- 
nurse and directress of the hospital 
of the Faubourg St. Denis, at Paris, 
the authoress of a clever work on 
midwifery, and other writings, 


Qualities of Glauber and Epsom 
Salts. 

Glauber salts have been consider- 
ed a more tonic aperient than Ep- 
som salts, This is accounted for by 
the presence of a little iron in the 
one, and the absence of it in the 
other. According to the experiments 
of Dr. Davy, physician to the forces, 
out of six different specimens of 


Glauber salts, five were found to — 


contain a small quantity of iron, 
(probably the sulphate,) and one only 
to be free from iron. The iron was 
detected by aqua ammonia, added to 
the salt in solution ; it occasioned a 
yellowish brown precipitate. Epsom 
salts may, no doubt, be made a tonic, 
by the addition of a very minute 
portion of iron, and particularly of 
the sulphate, 


New Fulminating Powder. 

A German chemist has discover- 
ed, that by mixing two parts of ni- 
trate of potash, two parts of neutral 
carbonate of potash, one part of sul- 
phur, and six of sea salt, all finely 
pulverized, a fulminating powder of 
the greatest strength is obtained ; and 
what is very remarkable, the force 
of the explosion is constantly direct- 
ed below. 


IV. 
HOSPITAL REPORT. 


Amputation of the Foot across the 
Metatarsal Bones. 


On the 3d of April the operation for 
amputation of the foot across the me- 
tatarsal bones was performed by Dr. 
Oris. The patient had both feet 
frozen some weeks before. The toes 
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of the left foot died and were removed 
without incision. In the right foot the 
mortification had extended to the 
skin and muscles over the metatarsal 
bones. The consequence was, that 
the extremities of these bones were 
left in a projecting state, so that the 
skin could not form over them in 
their existing state. ‘To shorten the 
cure and give the patient a comfort- 
able foot, it was necessary that the 
foot should be partially amputated. 
The operation was performed as fol- 
lows : 

A semicircular incision, convex in 
the middle, was made on the upper 
surface of the foot, and the same on 
its lower surface. The skin was dis- 
sected back on the upper and under 
part, and the muscles and tendons 
divided to the bone. A narrow 
bladed knife was then passed through 
the interosseal spaces in succession ; 
and then the operator, taking a re- 
tractor with six heads, passed a head 
through each of the four spaces, and 
confided the retractor to his assist- 
ant, the attending surgeon of the 
Hospital, Dr. Warren. With the 
metatarsal saw the four smaller bones 
were removed, and the larger with 
an amputating saw. ‘The flaps were 
then brought together and secured. 
There was but littke hemorrhage. 
The patient has been comfortable 
since, and will have a useful foot. 

In such a case it is very impor- 
tant to save as much bone as is con- 
sistent with the object of the opera- 
tion, The surgeon acted judiciously 
in this case in cutting through the 
metatarsal, rather than the tarsal 
bones; as he was thus able to give 
the patient a greater surface for 
support. 


Examination of a Case of Scirrhous 
Mamma. 

Mrs. , affected with a consi- 
derable tumor of the breast, died on 
the 5th of April, and was examined 
on the 7th. The tumor was hard, 
very irregular, involving the pectoral 


muscle and a portion of surrounding 
cellular membrane. On opening the 
cavity of the thorax, the right cavity 
corresponding with the diseased 
breast was quite full of water. The 
right lung had in a great measure 
shrunk up, or rather been compress- 
ed into a small and solid mass from 
the pressure of water. Its serous 
coat was very much thickened, and 
adhered by long and soft strings of 
lymph, extending through the waert 
to the sides of the cavity. There 
was a quantity of blood effused into 
the cavity ; whether from a wound 
in the incision of the breast, which 
had taken place the day before, or 
from erosion of the lung, could not 
be ascertained. The ribs were so 
fragile as to be readily snapped by 
the fingers. In the cavity of the 
abdomen the liver was found to be 
filled with white colored tubercles. 


A Communication is acknowledg- 
ed from Dr. J. B. Brown. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 
TON, 


Ending April 3, at noon. 


March 27. Richard Mansfield, 3 yrs. 
r. John Gorham, 46 
28. William L. Codman, 17 mo. 
29. Elizabeth Rowland, 
Daughter of Susan Haskins,3 w. 
30. Martha Patridge, 
Mary Daniels, 
James Gooch, 
31. Margaret Malony, 
Frederick Curtis, 
Abraham Thompson, 
Benjamin Tilden, 
Bradley Cummins, 
April 1. John P. Warner, 
Abigail Fielding, 
2. Julia Maria Spear, 
Charles Cain, 
Betsey Cook, 

. Maria C. Reed, 

Catharine O*Conner, 
Sarah Holmes, 
James Hawkes, 4w. 
Apoplexy, 1—brain fever, 1—consumption, 

3—childbed, 2—croup, 1—dysentery, 

sy, 1—dropsy in the chest, 1—inflammation in 

the bowels, l—lung fever, 2—marasmus, 1— 

pleurisy, 1—unknown, 6. Males, 11—fe- 

males, 11. Stillborn, 2. Total, 24, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DENTAL SURGERY. 


HIS day received by Benjamin Per- 
kins & Co., No. 135, Washington 
Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 
GERY. In three parts. | 
1. Dental Surgery as a Science, 
2. Operative Dental Surgery. 
3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
By Samven Sa#etpon Fircn, M.D., 
Surgeon Dentist. Denticum curam ha- 
beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 
dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasi Baglivi 
XIII. March 17, 
ep6w 


NEW MEDICAL WORK. 


published and for sale by Ben- 
jamin Perkins &Co.—THE FRENCH 
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE; being a 
translation of L. F. Begin’s treatise on 
Therapegties ; with occasional notes and 
observations, illustrative of the treatment 
of diseases in the climate of North Ame- 
rica. By Xavier TESSIER. 
ep3w 


March 17. 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


HE Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
lance for the cure of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its efficacy, at Mr. Charles White’s, 
corner of Winter Street. It is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 
mined, or the other proper measures to he 
made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express- 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 


- effected, in any case, by mechanical 


means alone.. This machine has received 
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the approbation of many of the most emi- 
nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references will be given, and written tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


ICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, 
91, Sumnmer Street, has on hand a 
small lot of EUROPEAN LEECHES, in 
excellent order, and of very large size, 
which he will sell at a fair price. 
N. B. Leeches applied as usual, or 
sent to any part of the city. 4t. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14. 


NATHAN JARVIS, 


Druggist and Apothecary, 


AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 

No. 188, Washington Street (lately 

kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White.) 

His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 

plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 

ers are assured that their orders, prescrip- 

tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 


The old friends of this establishment 
are requested to continue their patronage. 


MANUAL FOR THE USE OF 
THE STETHOSCOPE. 


UST published by Benjamin Perkins, 

& Co.,— UAL FOR THE USE 

OF THE STETHOSCOPE, being a short 

Treatise on investigating Diseases of the 

Chests From the French of M. Collin, 

with an Introduction and Plates. By a 
Fellow of the Mass. Med. Soc. 


The Stethoscope may also be obtained 
as above in the most approved form. 
ep3w Jan. 20. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom ali communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annum, if 
paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollars if 
not paid within the year. The postage for this is the same as for other newspapers. 
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